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September 8, 2006

For Immediate Release:
EIU STUDENTS RECEIVE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AWARDS
CHARLESTON - Several Eastern Illinois University students are recent recipients of awards from
EIU's School of Business.
The recipients and their awards are:
ARENZVILLE: Julie J. Kleinschmidt, daughter of Jim and Jo Kleinschmidt of Beardstown; 2002
graduate of Triopia High School in Concord; currently a senior accounting major. Kleinschmidt received
the Accountancy Excellence Award, which is given to an individual who is designated as the Outstanding
Senior in the accountancy major by a faculty committee, having considered the following factors:
academic success, campus involvement and promise of success in his or her chosen career.
Kleinschmidt also received the Jim and June Giffin Scholarship. This award was first given in 1989. Jim
Giffin is the founding dean of Eastern's business program, and June Giffin, a business alumna, retired
after many years of service to the university. Among the criteria for the Giffin scholarship are: junior
standing, enrollment in a business degree program and a minimum grade point average of 3.0. The
scholarships are renewable until the undergraduate degree is completed. In addition, Kleinschmidt
received The Dean Giffin Award. The first dean of the School of Business, James Giffin, and his wife,
June, established an annual award given to a senior student who is nominated by a member of the faculty
and selected by a faculty committee and the chair of the School of Business. Criteria for selection include:
grade point average; service to the School of Business and university; and potential for distinguished
service and leadership by reason of scholarship, occupational experience, character, sense of purpose,
growth and service to the university.
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ARTHUR: James M. Aikman, son of Mike and Rhonda Aikman of Arthur; 2003 graduate of Arthur High

School; senior finance major. Aikman received the Bert and Janet Holley Scholarship. This scholarship,
established in 1990, is awarded to a transfer student who has already earned an associate in arts or
sciences degree from an Illinois community college and has come to Eastern seeking a business degree.
Professor Bert Holley joined the faculty of EIU in 1946. He retired in 1987 and passed away in 2004.
Janet, an Eastern graduate, began her career at EIU as an academic adviser in 1968 before becoming
director of community college relations in 1987. She retired from that position in 1990 and passed away in
1999.
CASEY: Brandon T. Baston, son of LeRoy and Laura Baston of Casey; 2005 graduate of Casey-

Westfield High School; freshman finance major. Baston received the R.R. Donnelley & Sons Company
Scholarship, which is awarded annually by the Mattoon Manufacturing Division of the R.R. Donnelley &
Sons Co. to an incoming freshman student who has declared a business major and has graduated from a
high school in either Clark, Coles, Cumberland, Douglas, Edgar, Effingham, Moultrie or Shelby counties.
Selection is based upon ACT/SAT scores, high school grade point average and participation and
leadership in extracurricular activities.
CHAMPAIGN: Becky E. Timothy of Champaign; 1998 graduate of Champaign Central High School;

senior management major. Timothy received the Roberson Business Scholarship, which is made possible
through the generous contributions of Roger Roberson. It was presented for the first time in 2001.
Roberson is a 1964 alumnus. The award is made to a full-time business student who displays potential for
leadership and academic promise, is a resident of the state of Illinois, and is active in a Christian religion
of their choice, with special consideration given to student-athletes. The scholarship is renewable for a
total of four semesters, providing eligibility criteria continues to be met.
CLIFTON: Jennifer A. Hansen, daughter of Arlen and Laurie Hansen of Clifton; 2002 graduate of Clifton

Central High School; senior management major. Hansen received the National Beta Gamma Sigma
Scholarship, which is given to a Beta Gamma Sigma student member who exhibits an enduring
commitment to the principles of the society: honor and integrity, pursuit of wisdom and earnestness.
DIETERICH : Sarah N. Buenker of Dieterich; 2005 graduate of Dieterich High School; currently a

sophomore management major. Buenker received the Ronald and Myra Jeffris Scholarship, which is
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made possible through the generous contributions of Ronald and Myra Jeffris. It was awarded for the first
time in 1995. Ronald Jeffris is a 1959 graduate of EIU who retired from the Williams Co. as vice president
and controller. This award is made to a pre-business major who is entering the university for the first time.
EFFINGHAM: Andrea M. Davis, wife of Perry Davis and mother of Daniel Davis, both of Effingham ;
daughter of Darrell and Bev Newcomb of Charleston; 1996 graduate of Charleston High School; senior
accounting major. Davis received the McGiadrey and Pullen Accounting Award, which is given to the
outstanding junior accounting major. The award is based on academic achievement and campus
leadership.
FAIRFIELD : Jennifer M. Harris, daughter of Kenneth and Melody Harris of Fairfield; 2003 graduate of
Fairfield Community High School; currently a senior marketing major. Harris received the Branky
Scholarship, established by Edward Brankey, a member of the School of Business faculty. He teaches
courses in law. The recipient must be an incoming freshman business major who shows potential for
academic success. The scholarship is renewable for four years, providing the recipient maintains a 3.0
grade point average.
FAIRBURY: Kendra J. McKeon, daughter of Charlie and Bobbi McKeon of Fairbury; 2003 graduate of
Prairie Central High School in Fairbury; currently a senior accounting major. McKeon received the
Caterpillar Scholarship. Caterpillar scholars must be sophomores or above majoring in accounting or
computer information systems and maintain a 2.8 grade point average. McKeon also received the
Jerome Rooke Accountancy Scholarship, which was established in 1990 to honor Jerome Rooke. For
many years, Rooke was an outstanding cost accounting professor in accountancy. The Rooke
Scholarship recognizes the outstanding junior managerial and cost accounting student. Academic
achievement, especially in the area of cost accounting, is the primary consideration for the award.
GURNEE: Katherine M. Liddell, daughter of William and Carol Liddell of Gurnee; 2003 graduate of
Warren Township High School in Gurnee; currently a senior marketing major. Liddell received the John
and Katharine Currey Scholarship, which was established in 2004. It is awarded annually to a full-time
business major with a grade point average of at least 3.0. Preference is given to marketing majors.
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Liddell also received the MacGilvray Family Scholarship, which was established in 2004. This
scholarship is awarded annually to a full-time business major with a grade point average of at least 3.0.
Preference is given to marketing majors. In addition, Liddell received the John Thompson Moore
Scholarship, which was established by Moore's wife in memory of her husband who was a member of the
EIU marketing faculty from 1969 to 1987. The award is given to a junior marketing major with a minimum
grade point average of 2.5 who is an active participant in extracurricular activities. The recipient is
selected by the marketing faculty.
HIGHLAND: Sarah N. Weiss, daughter of Randy and Terri Weiss of Highland; 2002 graduate of Highland
High School; Spring 2006 graduate with a degree in finance. Weiss received the Finance Faculty Award,
which is presented to a full-time finance major who exhibits excellent academic abilities. This person must
have a professional interest in finance, be active in extracurricular activities and make significant
contributions to the finance program. Weiss also received the Financial Management Association
Outstanding Senior Award, which is presented to a senior member who is dedicated and shows leadership
in the organization.
JOLIET: Christopher K . Saribekian, son of John and Rita Saribekian of Joliet; 2005 graduate of Joliet
Township-Central High School; sophomore management major. Saribekian received a Cooley Family
Scholarship. Rex and Nancy Cooley of Scottsdale, Ariz., have established the Cooley Family Scholarship
program. Rex Cooley, a 1959 graduate of EIU, is now retired from his position as senior vice president
and comptroller for USX Corp. Recipients are eligible to receive the scholarship for the entire four years of
their college careers, so long as they continue to be enrolled as full-time students making satisfactory
progress toward a degree in business at EIU. Among the selection criteria are the student's academic
performance in high school and potential for achievement at the college level.
LEROY: Rodney A . Howell, son of Ron and Julie Howell of LeRoy; 2003 graduate of LeRoy High School;
senior computer information systems major. Howell received the Association for Information Technology
Professionals Outstanding Returning Member Award, which is given each year to the outstanding senior
student who adds value to the organization.
LOUISVILLE: Kate M. Wendling, daughter of Don and Kathy Wendling of Louisville; 2003 graduate of
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North Clay High School in Louisville; senior marketing major. Wendling received the Clay/Richland
Scholarship, which began in 1989, and is made to an undergraduate student from Clay or Richland county
who is entering EIU for the first time, and who has been admitted as a pre-business or business major.
Selection is based upon the student's academic performance in high school; or, in the case of a transfer
student, college.
MANHATTAN: Stacey L. Matjasich, daughter of Bill and Lisa Matjasich of Manhattan ; 2005 graduate of

Lincoln-Way Central High School in New Lenox; currently a sophomore management major. Matjasich
received the United Graphics Scholarship, which is awarded annually by United Graphics of Mattoon, Ill.,
to a freshman or transfer student entering Eastern for the first time and who has declared business as his
or her major. Freshmen must be in the top 10 percent of their graduating class, and college transfers
must have a 3.5 grade point average. Matjasich also received the John M. Luther Scholarship, which
was awarded for the first time in 1995. Luther is a 1951 graduate of EIU and is retired from the Marathon
Oil Co. This award is made to a pre-business major who is entering the university for the first time and
has demonstrated high achievement in previous educational environments and maintained a minimum
grade point average of 3.0.
MATTOON: Lura R. Besore of Mattoon; 2002 graduate of Mattoon High School; senior management

major. Besore received the C. Roger Sorensen Scholarship. Sorensen is an alumnus of the School of
Business. He established this scholarship to be awarded to a graduate of Mattoon High School who has
been admitted to the School of Business. The recipient is chosen by a selection committee and must be a
junior or senior business major.
MONMOUTH: Jackie M. Andrews, daughter of Steve and Judy Andrews of Monmouth; 2002 graduate of

Monmouth High School; Spring 2006 graduate with a degree in marketing. Andrews received the
Marketing Faculty Excellence Award, which is presented to the student that has demonstrated excellence
in the classroom and an understanding of marketing as a discipline through practical applications.
MT. ZION: Ashley M. Gemar, daughter of Jeff and Mary Gemar of Mt. Zion; 2003 graduate of Mt. Zion

High School; currently a senior finance major. Gemar received the Grace T. Bair Business Scholarship,
which was established in 1992. This scholarship is awarded annually to a full-time business major with an
above-average academic record and a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 or above. The recipient
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should have a magnetic personality and must display enthusiastic support of EIU. Gemar also received
the Outstanding Finance Junior Award, which is presented to a full-time junior finance major. This person
must have a high grade point average overall in finance, be involved with extracurricular activities and
must have made significant contributions to the finance program.
NAPERVILLE: Michelle E. Leisten, daughter of Roger and Mary Jane Leisten of Naperville; 2001
graduate of Naperville Central High School; graduate student in the Master of Business Administration
program. Leisten received the Foster C. Rinefort Scholarship. Foster Rinefort retired from the
Department of Management after 16 years of service. Rinefort also served as the director of graduate
business studies for four years. This award recognizes an outstanding student in the Master of Business
Administration program who shows good character and academic and career promise.
OLNEY: Brittany A. Steber, daughter of Mike and Norma Steber of Olney; graduate student in the Master
of Business Administration program. Steber received an Accounting Advisory Board Scholarship. This
award, established by the Accounting Advisory Board, recognizes the scholastic achievements of a
student in the Master of Business Administration program with an accountancy concentration.
ORLAND PARK: Joy Olivia Kopeikin, daughter of Richard and Olivia Kopeikin of Orland Park; 2002
graduate of Carl Sandburg High School in Orland Park; graduate student in the Master of Business
Administration program. Kopeikin received a Theta Omega Chapter of Beta Alpha Psi Outstanding Senior
Award . Beta Alpha Psi is a national fraternity for financial information professionals. The Beta Alpha Psi
outstanding senior has made the most significant contribution to the chapter through leadership and
dedication including serving as an inspiration to the other members of the chapter.
PEKIN : Matt T. DeFrates, son of Kirk DeFrates and Julie DeFrates, both of Pekin; 2003 graduate of Pekin
Community High School; senior computer information systems major. DeFrates received the Association
for Information Technology Professionals Most Valuable Member Award. This award is given out each
year to the outstanding student who adds the most value to the organization. DeFrates also received the
Computer Information Systems Outstanding Student Award. The recipient of this award is chosen by
faculty from the CIS discipline.
PEORIA: Timothy Guy Bussman, son of Gary and Diane Bussman of Peoria; 2002 graduate of Peoria
Notre Dame High School ; senior accounting major. Bussman received the BKD, LLP Scholarship, which
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is given annually to a senior majoring in accounting with a grade point average of 3.5 or above.
PEOTONE: Brian R. Bartels, son of Randy and Sue Bartels of Peotone; 2004 graduate of Peotone High

School; junior accounting major. Bartels received the Keller Family Scholarship. Through the generous
contributions of Thelma Keller of Effingham, Ill., this scholarship is designed to benefit a resident of east
central Illinois who shows scholastic achievement and has indicated a tendency toward self-sufficiency by
working during their university tenure. Recipients must be admitted to the School of Business and
majoring in management or marketing.
QUINCY: Derek J. Venvertloh, son of Dale and Marty Venvertloh of Quincy; 2002 graduate of Quincy

Notre Dame High School; Spring 2006 graduate with a degree in finance. Venvertloh received the
Outstanding Finance Senior Award, which is presented to a full-time senior finance major. This person
must have a high grade point average overall in finance, be involved with extracurricular activities and
must have made significant contributions to the finance program.
ROSELLE: Kerry A. Kroscher, daughter of Richard and Eileen Kroscher of Roselle; 2003 graduate of

James B. Conant High School in Hoffman Estates; senior marketing major. Kroscher received the
American Marketing Association World Color Press Award, which is given to the outstanding AMA
member who is returning for the next academic year. An honorarium is provided by World Color Press.
SIGEL: Russ Deters, son of Tom and Margie Deters of Sigel; 2003 graduate of Teutopolis High School ;

senior finance major. Deters received the Jim and Bess Townsend Hanks Scholarship, which was
established for an undergraduate business student majoring in accountancy or finance, with preference
given in selecting a recipient who has indicated an interest in a career in insurance. Jim Hanks graduated
cum laude from EI U in 1947, serving as president of the senior class and editor of the college newspaper.
He joined State Farm Insurance Co. in 1952, and, at the time of his retirement, was a senior vice
president.
SKOKIE : Leo Murokh, son of Alex and Mila Murokh of Skokie; 2001 graduate of Niles West High School;

junior finance major. Murokh received the Financial Management Association Outstanding Junior Award ,
which is presented to a junior member who is dedicated and shows leadership in the organization.
SOUTH BARRINGTON: Anthony A. Gagliano, son of Peter and Laura Gagliano of South Barrington ;

2003 graduate of Loyola Academy in Wilmette; senior management major. Gagliano received the
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Management Excellence Award, which is presented to the student that excels in the classroom as well as
in campus and community activities.
TEUTOPOLIS: Brent J. Esker, son of Jim and Cindy Esker of Teutopolis; 2003 graduate of Teutopolis
High School; senior accounting major. Esker received the Alexander Briggs Memorial Award, which was
established in 1965 by Margaret Briggs in memory of her father, Alexander Briggs, the contractor who
completed the campus building of the university we know today as Old Main or "The Castle." The
recipient must be a business major who has completed at least one year of college work with no less than
a 3.0 grade point average. Esker also received a Caterpillar Scholarship, the recipient of which must be a
sophomore or above majoring in accounting or computer information systems and maintain a 2.8 grade
point average.
TOLEDO: Claire E. Anderson, daughter of Roger Anderson and Marcia Watson, both of Toledo; 2002
graduate of Cumberland High School in Toledo; graduate student in the Master of Business Administration
program. Anderson received a Theta Omega Chapter of Beta Alpha Psi Outstanding Senior Award. Beta
Alpha Psi is a national fraternity for financial information professionals. The Beta Alpha Psi outstanding
senior has made the most significant contribution to the chapter through leadership and dedication,
including serving as an inspiration to the other members of the chapter. Anderson also received a
Donald and Clara Alice Seaman Shawver Scholarship. Donald L. Shawver was a faculty member in
marketing at EIU after retiring from the University of Missouri. He was the first recipient of the School of
Business Distinguished Alumnus Award in 1970. He and his wife, Alice, were past members of the School
of Business Advisory Board and Alice is past president of Eastern's Foundation Board. Don passed away
in 1999. The recipients of the Shawver Scholarship are residents of the central Illinois region who have
demonstrated high scholastic ability. The scholarship may be retained up to four years if eligibility criteria
is maintained. In addition, Anderson received the Kris Beedy Karner Scholarship, which is awarded
annually to a full-time business major with an above-average academic record and a cumulative grade
point average of 3.0 or above. The recipient should have a magnetic personality and must display
enthusiastic support of EIU.
VILLA GROVE: Aaron B. Hubbart of Villa Grove; 2003 graduate of Villa Grove High School; senior
accounting/computer information systems major. Hubbart received the Theta Omega Chapter of Beta
-more-
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Alpha Psi Outstanding Junior Award. Beta Alpha Psi is a national honors fraternity for financial
information professionals. The Beta Alpha Psi Outstanding Junior has made the most significant
contribution to the chapter through leadership and dedication, including serving as an inspiration to the
other members of the chapter.
WASHINGTON : Stacy L. Wehnes, daughter of Eldon and Janet Wehnes of Washington; 2001 graduate
of Washington Community High School; Spring 2006 graduate with a degree in marketing. Wehnes
received the American Marketing Association Achievement Award, which is sponsored by Eastern's
Collegiate Chapter of the AMA. The recipient is a senior marketing major selected by the marketing
faculty. Wehnes also received the St. Louis Chapter of the American Marketing Association Outstanding
Student Award, which is awarded to a senior marketing major selected by the marketing faculty.
WATERLOO: Jennifer L. Harp, daughter of James Harp of St. Louis, Mo. , and Deb Harp of Kirkwood,
Mo.; 2002 graduate of Waterloo High School; Spring 2006 graduate with a degree in marketing. Harp
received the Marketing Excellence Award, which is presented to the student that excels in the classroom
as well as in campus and community activities.
WOODSTOCK: Kimberly A. Fischer, daughter of Samuel and Christine Levey of Woodstock; 2002
graduate of Woodstock High School; graduate student in the Master of Business Administration program.
Fischer received the Management Faculty Excellence Award, the recipient of which is chosen by the
management faculty, and has demonstrated excellence in the classroom, and a true understanding of
management as a discipline through practical application. Fischer also received the Delta Sigma Pi
Scholarship Key. Delta Sigma Pi, an international business fraternity, recognizes outstanding graduating
business students at Eastern Illinois University with a scholarship key. The scholarship key is presented
annually to the senior or seniors with the highest overall grade point average.
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